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EVENTS AND 

SUCCESSES 

The mission of the Itasca Water Legacy Partnership (IWLP) is to work collaboratively 

on water issues and mobilize on-the-ground actions that encourage diverse sustainable 

use, protection, recovery and enjoyment of Itasca County’s world-class water and 

shoreland resources that are critical to a strong economy. 

Itasca Water Legacy Partnership (IWLP) is pursuing its mission by: 

 Gathering baseline water quality data through a comprehensive lake assessment 

program  

 Supporting a water quality technical training program and water testing lab in 

cooperation with Itasca Community College  

 Promoting water stewardship through education and outreach  

 Engaging all Itasca County citizens to join in these efforts  

 

Our supporters and partners include the Blandin Foundation – Deer Lake Association -- 

Itasca County – Itasca Community College – Itasca Soil & Water Conservation District – 

University of MN Extension – University of Wisconsin – Iowa State University -- ISD #318 

– U.S. Forest Service - MN DNR – MN PCA – LCCMR– Wes Libbey Chapter of the Izaak 

Walton League – Minnesota Power – Itasca County Lake Associations – Itasca County 

Business Community – Community Volunteers & Individual Members 

 

Local water quality advocates came together in late 2006 to identify and implement a set of 

activities that would ensure clean water resources and quality habitat in the major 

watersheds of Itasca County. IWLP formalized its operations as a community coalition by 

establishing a board and executive committee to guide partnership activities. The first 

election took place in January 2009. IWLP has continued to ask representatives from many 

walks of life and organizations with varying interests in Itasca County’s water resources to 

join the volunteers of IWLP as Board members and to assist with assuring that IWLP is 

sensitive to the concerns of all Itasca County citizens. IWLP’s Certificate of Incorporation 

and Articles of Incorporation as a nonprofit organization were filed under the laws of the 

State of Minnesota on December 23, 2010. A request for a 501 (c) 3 status with the IRS was 

approved on March 3, 2011. In 2012 and 2013 IWLP strengthened its financial reporting 

and implemented an informal system for tracking the completion of Board and committee 

activities. The Board also broadened its membership. 

 

IWLP continued to work with its many partners to look for new opportunities on how to be 

good stewards of our great water resources. You will find specific information on projects 

funded by grants later in this report, but here are just a few highlights: 

 To date, IWLP has raised $ 1,364,752 in grant monies. These grants have been 

instrumental in creating local jobs and creating learning experiences for student interns 

at Itasca Community College.  

 IWLP hosted an amazing Youth Water Summit in May that allowed about 340 5th 

graders a chance to participate in all-day scientific hands-on activities.  

 The ICC lab gained important certification to process samples from homeowner wells. 

 IWLP sponsored a booth in July at KAXE’s water-focused Mississippi River Festival.  

 Volunteers were honored at the release of the Deer-Pokegama Diagnostic Study. 

 IWLP partnered with ICOLA to host a booth at the Itasca County Fair. 

 A September workshop at the Grand Rapids Library focused on aquatic invasive 

species..  

 IWLP Board members worked with many partners to form the Itasca County 

Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area. 

 Work continued throughout the summer and fall on purple loosestrife eradication. 
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Communication and Public Relations 

Informing the public about the importance of maintaining the abundant and clean water 

resources available in Itasca County is one of the major goals of IWLP. In 2013, IWLP 

partnered on educational programs for both students and adults and recognized the work of 

our many volunteers. The IWLP website showcases all of our current and past 

accomplishments at www.ItascaWaterLegacyPartnership.org. The IWLP Facebook page 

encourages interactive communication—visit and like us at 

www.Facebook.com/Itasca.Water.Legacy.IWLP. In addition, brochures describing IWLP’s 

mission were distributed whenever and wherever it was possible to reach out to the citizens 

of Itasca County.  

Volunteer Recognition and Deer-Pokegama Diagnostic Study Presentation 

On July 26th, about 80 people attended an appreciation picnic at the KAXE Rotary Tent to 

honor IWLP’s amazing volunteers. These volunteers generously donated their time and 

talent to a variety of activities including the Youth Water Summit, Native Shoreland Buffer 

project, and the Deer-Pokegama Diagnostic Study, to name just a few.  

Following the volunteer recognition picnic, an informative presentation was made by the 

Deer-Pokegama Diagnostic Study authors about the completed three-year Deer-Pokegama 

Lakes Diagnostic Study. This collaborative effort involved many partners (see photo of 

authors below) as well as many, many hours donated by citizen volunteers from the Greater 

Pokegama Lake Association and Deer Lake Association. Read the full report on IWLP’s 

website at: www.ItascaWaterLegacyPartnership.org  

Dr. John Downing, Professor, Iowa State 

University 

Dr. John Jones, Curators’ Professor, University 

of Missouri  

Dr. William Simpkins, Professor, Iowa State 

University  

Jacob Smokovitz, Graduate Research Assistant, 

Iowa State University 

Noel Griese, Lakes & Waters Specialist, Itasca 

County SWCD 

Eric Ahlstrom, Itasca Community College 

Water Quality Lab Coordinator 

Randy Hedin, Itasca Community College Water 

Quality Lab Chemist (not pictured) 

 

Itasca County Fair Booth  

During the Itasca County Fair in mid-August, IWLP shared a booth with the Itasca 

Coalition of Lake Associations. We handed out aquatic invasive species literature and table 

tents. ICOLA members had boat plugs to give away to anyone who stopped. We plan to 

repeat this effort in 2014.  

Education 

Throughout the year, IWLP volunteers help run a series of events designed to better inform 

the community about the importance of our water resources. 

Children First Booth at the IRA Civic Arena 

In April, a volunteer at the IWLP booth demonstrated the Enviroscape runoff model 

showing point/non-point source pollution. This demonstration is always a big draw to the 

approximately 200 children that attend this event.  

Youth Water Summit 

The second annual IWLP Youth Water Summit was held May 23, 2013 at the Itasca County 

Fairgrounds. The day was sunny and dry, compared to 2012 when the weather was wet. 

Approximately 340 fifth grade students from District 318, Deer River, St. Joseph's Catholic 

COMMITTEES 

http://www.itascawaterlegacypartnership.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Itasca.Water.Legacy.IWLP
file:///C:/Users/JanFS/Documents/IWLP/Annual%20report/2013/Draft%20report/www.ItascaWaterLegacyPartnership.org
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and two home schooled students took part. Students were organized by groups of mammals, 

birds, fish and trees with ten to twelve students per group. Each of these groups interacted 

with 9 of the 36 different water presenters. Each presentation lasted 30 minutes except for 

presentations on the pontoon boat dealing with water sampling, fish, and the city water tour. 

Those three presentations took one hour. 

Topics presented included: density, ph, rain gardens, invasive species, kayaking, Native 

American perspectives, lead and mercury, macro and micro invertebrate identification, 

journaling, hydrological cycle, mapping, scientific instrumentation, water art, groundwater 

modeling, lake turnover, watersheds, hard and soft water, aquatic plant identification, fishes, 

water wells, siphoning, and phenological observation. Active and retired educators from the 

surrounding area ran the presentations that actively engaged students.. 

All students arrived at 8:45 am. Grand Rapids students left at 2:45 pm; Bigfork and Deer 

River students departed at 2:00 pm in order to catch their buses home. Each of the teachers 

was asked to provide a parent volunteer to help manage the students throughout the day.  

A special group of about 80 community volunteers provided the supervision, instruction and 

organization necessary to run the event. All participants were provided a t-shirt with the 

motto Itasca Water Legacy Partnership ''Team up for Clean Waters". Students were 

addressed the day before at their schools to let them know what to expect the day of the 

event and also that IWLP needed their help to educate others on the their water resources. 

Special thanks to Justin Liles from WDIO TV for keynoting and providing an informative 

lunch break. 

The event was sponsored by the Itasca Water Legacy Partnership as part of our water 

education collaboration. The Itasca County Environmental Trust Fund and the District 318 

Endowment Fund provided the money to cover the costs. About $500 from those funds 

were unspent and will be used for other educational events sponsored by IWLP in 2014. 

Thank you to both funds.  

Coordinators of the event included Dale Christy, District 318 Gifted Students coordinator, 

Karen Walker, District 318 Community Education, Janet Florine, Deer River coordinator, 

Kathy Loucks, IWLP Education Chair, and David Lick, IWLP President. Students, teachers, 

presenters, parent supervisors, and volunteers were asked to complete a survey to provide 

insights and input on ways to improve future summits. Planning for the May 22, 2014 event 

is underway, with some changes anticipated based on feedback from surveys. 

Mississippi River Headwaters Watershed Project Kickoff Event  

On June 6
th

, the Itasca County Soil and Water District (SWCD) hosted an event in the Deer 

River High School Commons. Volunteers at the IWLP booth handed out aquatic invasive 

species (AIS) literature and AIS table tents. There were about 20 members of the public in 

attendance in addition to the many exhibitors.  

Mississippi River Festival 

In July 2013, KAXE’s Mississippi River Festival focused intermission entertainment and 

messaging on water. Courtesy of the Edge Center for the Arts (Patty Feld) and IWLP 

volunteers, an Old Man River puppet roamed festival grounds. During the event, IWLP 

staffed a booth featuring an invertebrate tank and aquatic invasive plants. There were about 

30 visitors to the booth and some participated in water trivia and a drawing for a free IWLP 

membership. There were four lucky winners.  

Grand Rapids Library Program--“Aquatic Invasive Species—What You Need to 

Know” 

On September 5
th

, IWLP co-sponsored a program on the latest information and hands-on 

identification of aquatic invasive species with the Grand Rapids Area Library, University of 

Minnesota Extension, Minnesota DNR and representatives from Splithand Lake and 

Siseebakwet Lake Associations. About 25 people attended the program and there was a 

lively question and answer period. As a further educational outreach, this program was 

videotaped and was broadcast on ICTV many times over the following months.  
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Continuing Education: 

Several IWLP Board members took advantage of continuing education programs offered 

through the Blandin Foundation called “Healthy Nonprofits/Healthy Communities”. The 

programs offered were: 

1. Performance Metrics for Nonprofits—Do They Exist?  

2. Nonprofit Fund Development Planning that Works  

3. Facilitating Great Meetings  

4. The Ethical Board: Solutions to the Moral Challenges of Governance 

Strategic Planning 

2013 was the third year of our very first strategic plan and again we looked to it to stay 

focused on our long-term goals and to help us measure our successes and missed 

opportunities. Our plans focused on internal objectives - strengthening our new 

organization, and external objectives around focusing the impact of our work. Over these 

three years - we had strong successes. Regarding those objectives aimed at strengthening 

IWLP - we became a 501(c)3 organization, formalized a planning process, revamped our 

funding approach, put updated bylaws in place, instituted action plan tracking and follow up 

and assessed our board makeup - adding several strong players with skills we needed but 

lacked. Our external milestones showed success as well, including focus on performance 

around grants already committed, partnering with the University of Wisconsin on the 

Economic Value of Water study, aggressively growing our invasives funding and impact, 

sharing mission and results through a much improved website, good community outreach 

through our "mini-summit" series of public sessions and strong educational outreach with 

our 2012 and 2013 Youth Water Summits. Many of these initiatives are discussed elsewhere 

in this annual report. We also took 2013 as a time to look at how relevant the current five-

year plan was. Half our board wasn't in place when the plan was set, we have expanded our 

focus towards invasives and significantly grown our education outreach. We have grown 

since 2010 when our first plan was developed and put in place. For these reasons the board 

agreed to dedicate time early in 2014 to reset a new five-year set of goals and objectives 

showing their commitment to taking the long-term view and to keep our goals and 

objectives current, relevant and impactful. Look for a new IWLP Strategic Plan by mid-

year. 

Membership 

IWLP’s accomplishments for 2013 were made possible by generous support from its 

members and dedicated volunteers. Financial contributions enable IWLP to carry out its 

mission by providing funds for educational outreach, special events, and operational costs 

not covered by grant monies. The commitment by volunteers who share IWLP’s vision for 

maintaining our quality water resources was invaluable. IWLP thanks all who so generously 

share their time, talent and financial support.  

In 2013, IWLP applied for and qualified to receive membership software called “Giftworks” 

through Techsoup. Techsoup is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to connect other 

nonprofits with needed technology at a greatly discount price—in our case, $45.00 rather 

than the market rate of $549.00.  Included with this offer was the opportunity for IWLP to 

take advantage of the many free learning resources offered, i.e. “Building a Gold-Standard 

Nonprofit” and “Search Engine Optimization for Nonprofits”.   

Giftworks will allow us to efficiently track donations, quickly compile mailing lists and it 

offers a multitude of choices for analyzing membership metrics.    

As of December 2013 current paid-up membership units totaled 132 and includes 23 new 

members. Total donation revenue for 2013 was $13,804.81. That amount includes one large 

donation in the amount of $5,000, an investment donation, and a memorial donation. It also 

includes $250.00 for general operating expenses received from the Blandin Foundation 

through the GiveMN campaign in November. The cost to run the membership campaign 

was 4.74% of the revenue raised due to campaign mailings.  
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Lake and stream samples collected by ICC students and technicians over the past six years 

have been analyzed at the ICC Water Testing laboratory. Funded by grants from the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, the Itasca County Environmental Trust Fund, and 

with additional financial support, technical guidance and/or assistance from Iowa State 

University, University of Missouri, Itasca Community College, Itasca Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SWCD), Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), 

University of MN Extension, Itasca County and Itasca Water Legacy Partnership, the 

certified ICC Water Testing Lab is the crux of a much larger initiative to establish baseline 

data on water quality and subsequently to monitor water quality in Itasca County lakes, 

streams and groundwater while also providing educational opportunities and experience in 

water quality testing and analysis for students at ICC and other community colleges and 

universities. 

The ICC Water Testing Laboratory is not limited to lake water testing. The laboratory 

technicians have processed rainwater run-off samples collected by volunteers for shoreland 

buffer research conducted by the University of MN Extension. The results will enable 

researchers to determine the levels of pollutants (nutrients and sediment) entering the lake 

from a wide variety of shoreland landscape practices, ultimately enabling them to fine-tune 

our landscaping to better protect our lakes. Of nearly 1,000 lakes in Itasca County, 275 have 

been sampled. See http://limnoweb.eeob.iastate.edu/itascalakes/ for results of the analysis. 

Students have been trained to use cutting-edge field and lab equipment as well as science 

methodology. 

The major project for the ICC lab the last few years in conjunction with the SWCD was the 

Deer and Pokegama Diagnostic Project. The project is a detailed look into the inner 

workings of Deer Lake and Pokegama Lake, including precipitation, stream, and 

groundwater inputs. This was completed in the spring and the report has been released. It 

can be found at http://www.itascawaterlegacypartnership.org/documents/DPCWP-Final-

Report-7-25-13.pdf  

The lab began a new two year surface water assessment grant (SWAG) study in partnership 

with SWCD and the Cass Lake tribe looking at the Mississippi upstream from the 

Pokegama area dam. In addition to starting the upper Mississippi SWAG study, in 2013 the 

ICC lab conducted testing on Siseebakwet (Sugar)lake, Johnson Lake, Round Lake, Forest 

lake, Side Lake, Perch Lake, Beatrice Lake, Big Sturgeon, South Sturgeon, West Sturgeon, 

and little Sturgeon. Students in the lab took an expanded role in the lab this year. Not only 

did they collect and analyze samples but they also presented the data to several of the lake 

associations including Round Lake, Siseebakwet lake and Wabana. 

In 2013 the lab became certified to run well water samples. This is a great opportunity for 

the ICC students. Equipment was also purchased to do wood testing for moisture, ashing 

and BTU content, which will allow the ICC Water Quality Lab to be used by even more 

students on campus and give the students at ICC a better understanding of what goes on in 

the professional fields. The wood testing will begin in spring 2014. 

Deer and Pokegama Lakes Clean Water Partnership Diagnostic Study 

This three-year study is complete. It was the first of its kind in Minnesota because it 

examined the conditions in a set of two unimpaired waters. The final report (large file) can 

be found on the web: http://www.itascawaterlegacypartnership.org/documents/DPCWP-

Final-Report-7-25-13.pdf  

Nutrient chemistry in both lakes suggests phosphorus is the element limiting autotrophic 

production and, therefore, the element of concern regarding the consequences of 

degradation and benefits of remediation. For Deer Lake, mass balance calculations indicate 

that about 73% of the phosphorus input derives from direct precipitation. Net phosphorus 

input to Pokegama Lake is 4 times that of Deer Lake and, in contrast to Deer Lake, most of 

this load comes from surface sources, including tributary streams and inflow from the 

Mississippi River. Both lakes have water quality problems. The deep waters are nearly 

devoid of oxygen for much of the summer. Values are on par with those measured in 

eutrophic lakes. This finding suggests that both lakes are sensitive to additional nutrient 

enrichment. Deer and Pokegama lakes have less capacity to absorb additional nutrients than 

ITASCA 

COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE WATER 

LAB 

GRANTS 

https://shamrock.itascacc.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7434e56dd7cf4299a0c50d63cef461d0&URL=http%3a%2f%2flimnoweb.eeob.iastate.edu%2fitascalakes%2f
http://www.itascawaterlegacypartnership.org/documents/DPCWP-Final-Report-7-25-13.pdf
http://www.itascawaterlegacypartnership.org/documents/DPCWP-Final-Report-7-25-13.pdf
http://www.itascawaterlegacypartnership.org/documents/DPCWP-Final-Report-7-25-13.pdf
http://www.itascawaterlegacypartnership.org/documents/DPCWP-Final-Report-7-25-13.pdf
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their overall phosphorus concentrations imply. Oxygen in the water column is essential for a 

healthy fishery. Because of the importance of the fisheries and biotic health of these 

ecosystems, continued investigations of the causes of the high oxygen consumption rates are 

urgently needed.  

The studies of Deer and Pokegama lakes have called attention to issues that are important 

for other lakes in this area. More detailed and controlled monitoring of precipitation, 

groundwater and streams that contribute excess phosphorus are recommended to guide 

adoption and implementation of protective measures for Itasca County lakes. 

Lake Challenge Program 

Program Promotion: The unique approach of the Natural Shoreland Buffer Incentives 

program development of The Lake Challenge continues to draw interest throughout 

Minnesota. The Lake Challenge program was presented at the Clean Water Symposium 

(Chaska, MN) and the BAELN Awards Meeting (Brainerd, MN) in 2013. 

Site Evaluations: One additional site evaluation was requested in 2013. Follow-up was 

conducted by Itasca SWCD.  

Program Development: Working in conjunction with a local lake association, Anna 

Johnson, a Michigan Technological University student intern developed a Lake Cache 

(similar to geo-cache, but with a lake emphasis). Completed late in the 2013 season, the 

Lake Cache will be promoted over the winter and begin in spring 2014 (winter 2013-14, if a 

winter version is created). 

Website: The programmatic aspects of The Lake Challenge need to be developed before the 

website can be completed. Our work with the Johnson Lake Association (and other 

interested lake associations) should help guide the further development of this site.  

Funding: The state-funded portion of the NSBI grant ended in 2011. However, 

approximately $7,000 remains of the county matching funds for the NSBI grant/Lake 

Challenge – currently managed by Itasca SWCD. These funds will be needed to complete 

the website development, develop curriculum and purchase necessary equipment to support 

the further development of Itasca County Lake Challenge Program in 2014. 

Sensitive Lakeshore Identification in Itasca County 

This collaborative project with Itasca County and the DNR is needed to better protect and 

manage functional lake ecosystems in Itasca County. Increased demands for water and 

shoreland, habitat fragmentation, exotic species expansion and loss of species diversity 

make protection of sensitive lakeshore a concern. Data on the distribution and ecology of 

rare plants and animals, native plant communities, and vulnerable lakeshores are needed to 

prioritize actions to conserve and manage lake ecosystems. This is a 2-year project funded 

with a $160,000 grant from the LCCMR (Environment and Natural Resource Trust fund) 

and a State Wildlife Grant. 

The DNR is conducting sensitive lakeshore assessments on the large lakes within Itasca 

County. Two approaches are being used. Detailed on-site biological survey work is being 

conducted by DNR scientists on a few selected lakes. Project partners met with Itasca 

County officials, Itasca Water Legacy Partnership members, lake association 

representatives, and county residents to develop and use an objective system to select 20 

lakes for aquatic plant and animal surveys. For the first part of the study, three water bodies 

were selected for an intensive study and included Bass Lake (31-576), Turtle Lake (31-725), 

and Sand Lake (31-826; and associated lakes: Portage (31-842), Birds Eye (31-834), and 

Little Sand (31-853). All of the survey work has been completed. The report for the Sand 

Chain of Lakes is complete. When all reports are written, their posting on the web is 

planned for late 2013. Based upon the results of the studies done in the first part, in the 

second part of the study evaluation and preparation of a report on the remaining 17 lakes 

will follow later. 
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Blandin Grants 

The period of performance for this grant is July 1, 2011 to December 31, 2013. By using 

several measures, including seeking and receiving additional funds and collaborative 

support from other sources (volunteers, Itasca County Board and Land Department, ICOLA 

and School District 318) IWLP has saved part of the funds awarded in 2011 by the Blandin 

Foundation. Successfully, IWLP has recruited volunteers and funds from organizations that 

reduced expenditures well below what was predicted when the grant application was 

prepared in 2011. A request to the Blandin Foundation for a no-cost, 2-year extension of the 

grant performance period was submitted on November 25, 2013. The amount of funds 

expended as of October 31, 2013, was $54,392.99. Items included a spectrophotometer for 

the ICC Water lab and expenditures by the U of Wisconsin for conduct of a survey on 

economic evaluation of the clean water resources in Itasca County. Other expenditures have 

been made but IWLP has not yet received the invoices on all items. 

Itasca County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (ICCISMA) 

Itasca Water Legacy Partnership supported the start-up IC CISMA in 2013 through their 

leadership. The IC CISMA cooperators include: USFS – Chippewa National Forest, Leech 

Lake Band of Ojibwe, MN Department of Transportation, MN Department of Natural 

Resources, U of MN Extension, Itasca Water Legacy Partnership, Itasca County Land and 

Highway departments, Itasca SWCD and City of Grand Rapids. Still in its early 

development, the IC CISMA cooperators signed the Statement of Cooperation, applied for 

start-up funding through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and completed the draft 

Strategic Plan in 2013. 

Purple Loosestrife Eradication 

Two grants from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and US Forest Service, 

Chippewa National Forest, provided funds in the amount of $34,922.18 for the control and 

eradication of the invasive species called purple loosestrife using biological controls 

(Galerucella beetles), herbicides, hand pulling and education.  

Chris Evans, Program Director, and three Control Technicians prepared a report for the 

2013 season of field work. Twenty three sites were resurveyed and loosestrife was found 

and was treated. Two new sites on shoreland were found and treated. Five new sites in 

roadside ditches were identified and treated with herbicide. Fourteen new sites were 

selected for the release of 67,150 beetles. Eight new sites where purple loosestrife has been 

identified are scheduled for beetle release in 2014. Plans also call for release of more beetles 

in 2014 at 9 sites where there are existing beetle populations. Twenty two lakes were 

surveyed and loosestrife was not found. Nine previously infested sites have now been 

labeled as “ERADICATED.” There are multiple sites that appear to be loosestrife free in the 

2013 season. These sites will be surveyed again in one more season before a decision will 

be made to label them as “ERADICATED.” 

Interpretations are that when comparing infestations (number of sites and plant density) over 

the last seven years, great progress is being made in both controlling and eradicating purple 

loosestrife from many sites. 
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IWLP started the year with just over $194,000 in the bank. Donations and memberships for 

the year totaled $13,801. Funds from grants expended for specific projects totaled over 

$67,795. IWLP ended the year with just over $143,000 in the bank. 

Expenditures for the year totaled $74,604 with more than 90 percent of funds spent on grant 

activities. Grant activities include: federal grants for the education and eradication of purple 

loosestrife, local government funds for youth summit water education, private grant funds 

for an economic study of the impact of lakes in Itasca County. IWLP operating expenditures 

for the year totaled $6,810 including education, promotion, insurance, and administrative. 
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Board Members 

Dennis Anderson 
Retired DNR Fisheries 

Mary Blickenderfer  

Associate Extension Professor, 

University of Minnesota 

Al Donnell 

Log home builder/Contractor; Chairman, The 

Iron Range Council of Native Americans; 

Member, White Earth Nation of the MN 

Chippewa Tribe 

John Downing 

Professor, Ecology, Evolution & 

Organismal Biology and Agricultural & 

Biosystems Engineering, Iowa State 

University; Itasca County property owner 

Harold Dziuk 

Retired Professor, College of Veterinary 

Medicine, University of Minnesota; 

shoreland volunteer 

Patty Gould-St. Aubin 

Broker/Owner, Itasca Realty Lakes and 

Homes 

Scott Hall 

Northern Community Radio KAXE, 

Community Access Coordinator 

David Lick, President 

Grand Rapids business owner; member of 

the Itasca Coalition of Lake Associations 

Shirley Loegering, Secretary 

Retired, Office Administrator; Secretary, 

Grand Rapids Wes Libbey Chapter of the 

Izaak Walton League 

Patricia Leistikow 

Former Director of Finance, Itasca 

Community College 

Kathy Loucks 

Office Administrator, Itasca County Soil & 

Water Conservation District 

Brian Rusch, Treasurer 

Mechanical Engineer, Minnesota Power 

Jan Sandberg 

Retired, Program Evaluator, Office of the 

Legislative Auditor; Board Member, 

Greater Pokegama Lake Association; 

Board member, Itasca Coalition of Lake 

Associations 

Byron Snowden, Vice-President 

Retired, Itasca County Planning 

Commission and Board of Adjustment 

Leo Trunt 

Itasca County Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

John Zimmerman 

Retired, VP Human Resources, Lockheed 

Martin, Owego, NY; President, Wabana 

Chain of Lakes Assn.; Board member, 

Itasca County Historical Society 

Technical Assistance 

Eric Ahlstrom 

ICC Water Quality Lab Manager; Math 

Instructor, Itasca Community College 

Jim Gustafson  

District Manager, Itasca County Soil and 

Water Conservation District 

Erika Herr 

MN DNR Area Waters Hydrologist 

Barbara McDonald 

Provost, Itasca Community College 

Eric Raitanen  

Fisheries Biologist, Chippewa National 

Forest  

Dan Steward 

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 

Resources 
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